Armonie composte
Cycle of seminars about the monastic landscape
devised by Gianmario Guidarelli and Elena Svalduz
(Padua University)
Praglia Abbey and Padua University have joined together to enhance knowledge of monastic landscapes,
and in particular of the Benedictine system of land planning and management based on the distinctive
approach to community life set out in the Rule of Saint Benedict and in general in the whole range of
monastic thought that it inspired.

Monastery and territory:
spiritual and spatial peripheries
devised by Benedetta Castiglioni and Stefano Zaggia
(Padua University)

Praglia Abbey
18 – 20th May 2017
th

Responding also to the stimulating questions raised by the first seminar in the Armonie
composte cycle, entitled Constructed landscapes, landscapes in art, this second meeting will
explore the theme of “periphery” in the sense of the outer edge of urban settlements.
Throughout their history, monasteries have chosen to establish themselves away from town
and city centres in places that combine seclusion with sufficient proximity to allow them to
maintain a dialectic relationship with urban realities and with the world. As in the past, a common
factor in these landscapes is the priority they give to constructing “community” spaces, designed to
enrich the lives of the people who inhabit them and to lend themselves gradually to being absorbed
into the urban landscape. Today, monasteries embody a borderline territory encompassing both the
spiritual dimension and a concrete commitment to constructing the human environment, and as such
can themselves be understood as “periphery”.
Can history or the present day provide models and experiences of periphery construction,
like the example of the monasteries, that can guide contemporary endeavours to reclaim urban
landscape development from the figures Andrea Zanzotto defined as “heartless planners”? Is it
possible to discern elements of community values and aspiration to centrality in peripheral
landscapes?
The seminar will set out, therefore, not only to identify a concrete relationship between
monasteries and peripheries in history as in contemporary life, but also to reflect on the nature of
the monastic system and on how it can work as a model for human peripheries. In other words, the
aim is to reflect on the monastery as a small-scale laboratory of humanistic thought and practice

dedicated to fostering the art of coexistence between tradition and innovation, between silence and
communication, between material, spirit and thought.
The starting point of the seminar is a critical examination of these subjects, comparing the
principles that inspire the monastery “as the periphery” and “in the periphery” with the concept of
periphery in the current urban planning debate.
Subsequent contributions will offer an analysis of the outer edges of towns and cities at
various stages in history and will reflect on the role played by monasteries in the construction of
these landscapes; this will lead on to a focus on the ways value-rich peripheral landscapes that
generate wellbeing for those who live within them and for the town or city as a whole can still be
constructed thanks in part to specific actions put into practice by monasteries and other religious
bodies, or to local efforts or planning that is sensitively cognisant of the function of community.
Contributions from representatives of monastic culture will provide first-hand insights into
the special relationship between the concept of “desert” and the isolation of monasteries on the one
hand, and the historical development of their links with various forms of territory and “peripheries”
on the other.
At the concluding session, which will be open to the public, the results emerging from the
seminar will be considered in the context of salient points of view and experiences concerning the
relationship between monastic spirituality and landscapes of contemporary “peripheries”.
Historians of architecture, art, geography, sociology, archaeology and urbanism are invited
to take part in the seminar with a view to achieving broad interdisciplinary debate. The programme
includes the presentation of papers, discussion groups on specific aspects of the general theme, and
site visits.

-------------------------------SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Jacopo Bonetto (Padua University), Giordana Mariani Canova (Padua University), Benedetta Castiglioni
(Padua University), Paolo Fassera osb (Praglia Abbey), Gianmario Guidarelli (Padua University), Mauro
Maccarinelli osb (Praglia Abbey), Carmelo Maiorana (Padua University), Alessandra Pattanaro (Padua
University), Carlo Pellegrino (Padua University), Vittoria Romani (Padua University), Guglielmo Scannerini
osb (Praglia Abbey), Elena Svalduz (Padua University), Francesco Trolese osb (S. Giustina Abbey),
Giovanna Valenzano (Padua University), Norberto Villa osb (Praglia Abbey), Giuseppe Zaccaria (Padua
University), Stefano Zaggia (Padua University).
Scientific secretariat and organizational coordination: Paola Vettore Ferraro

Under the aegis of
- CENTRO STORICO BENEDETTINO ITALIANO
- UNISCAPE (NETWORK OF UNIVERSITIES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE
CONVENTION)
- SOCIETÀ GEOGRAFICA ITALIANA
- ORDINE DEGLI ARCHITETTI, PIANIFICATORI, PAESAGGISTI E CONSERVATORI DELLA PROVINCIA DI
PADOVA
- CONSIGLIO NAZIONALE DEGLI ARCHITETTI
- MINISTERO PER I BENI E LE ATTIVITÀ CULTURALI [pending confirmation]

PROGRAMME
THURSDAY 18th May
10:00
Visit to the Abbey, presentations of seminar participants and of the “Armonie composte” cycle.
Lunch
14:30
Greetings and introduction to the themes of the seminar
15:00
Monastery: periphery of the spirit
Norberto Villa (Praglia Abbey)
15:45
Where borders disappear. The “peripheries” of contemporary cities
Michelangelo Savino (Padua University)
16:30
Break
17:00
Landscapes on the periphery? Some interpretations
Benedetta Castiglioni (Padua University)
17:30
Teamwork*
18:15
Discussion

FRIDAY 19th May
9:00 - 12:30
Excursion
Peripheries yesterday, today and tomorrow: excursion to Padua, led by Viviana Ferrario (IuaV),
Francesco Trolese (Santa Giustina Abbey), Stefano Zaggia (Padua University).
1. Peripheries of yesterday: Santa Giustina and Prato della Valle;
2. 20th century peripheries: Città giardino; Sacra Famiglia, Basso Isonzo;
3. Today’s peripheries, such as community landscapes: the Parco agro-paesaggistico
metropolitan
Lunch break

15:00-15:20
Monastic settlements at the edge of the World in the 12th century
Giovanna Valenzano (Padua University)
15:20-15:40
The boundaries of the sacred
Carlo Tosco (Turin Polytechnic)
15:40-16:10
«L’estremo delle contrade». Urban extremities, margins and peripheries in the Modern Age
Stefano Zaggia (Padua University)
16:10-16:30
Peripheries. «The last places» and the sphere of urban vitality
Carlo Cellamare (University La Sapienza Rome)
16:30-16:50
Contemporary city peripheries: urban planning and reattachment – G124
Raul Pantaleo (Studio Tamassociati - Renzo Piano’s G124 suburb project working group)
Break
17:30-19:00
Teamwork* and discussion

SATURDAY 20th May
9:00-9:20
Monastic settlements in contemporary city peripheries: examples
Mauro Maccarinelli (Praglia Abbey)
9:20-9:40
Processes of restoration of meaning and of regeneration of the ring of “Corpi Santi”
neighbourhoods around the city of Bergamo
Renato Ferlinghetti (Bergamo University)
9:40-10:00
Social peripheries and dying memories: a museographical experiment at Belo Horizonte
Giuliana Tomasella (Padua University)
10:00-10:20
Suburban images and letterings. The language of Writing around Padua
Guido Bartorelli (Padua University)
Break
11:00-13:00
Teamwork*
[*] Teamwork will be led by Carlo Tosco (Turin Polytechnic), Simone Sfriso (Tamassociati) and Guglielmo Scannerini (Praglia
Abbey) and by the organizers of the seminar. Participants in the seminar will be expected to engage in discussions about the papers
delivered and on the relationship between the general themes covered by the seminar and the case studies presented and to suggest
topics and points of focus for the general discussion session.

SATURDAY 20th May Afternoon
Public session

Peripheral landscapes: the construction of new communities
15:00
Introduction and Summaries of points emerging from the seminar and the group discussions:
short reports from the teamworking groups.
Moderators: Benedetta Castiglioni, Stefano Zaggia (Padua University)
15:45
Keynote speakers
Moderator: Giovanna Valenzano (Padua University)
- Enzo Bianchi (Monastic Community of Bose)
- Giuseppe Cappochin (National Association of Architects and Landscape Architects)
- Antoni Vives i Tomàs (City Transformation Agency, Barcelona; London School of
Economics)
17:30
Discussion and conclusions

-------------------------------------------------------

Application Procedures
The Seminar is open to a maximum of thirty participants (including five non-Italians). The enrolment fee of
€ 150.00 covers all didactic activities and guided visits (including shuttle transport), lunches and coffee
breaks. Participants are responsible for their own bed, breakfast and evening meals (accommodation can be
reserved at appointed hotels). Participation applications, accompanied by a curriculum and a letter giving
reasons for the application, must be sent to segreteria.armoniecomposte@praglia.it no later than 10th
March 2017. The selected participants, chosen on the basis of appraisal by the Scientific Committee, will be
notified by 20th March 2017.
Segreteria Armonie Composte – Abbazia di Praglia
Via Abbazia di Praglia, 16
35037 Bresseo di Teolo (PD)
Tel. +39 049.9999481
segreteria.armoniecomposte@praglia.it

